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Mahogany Ensemble Theatre presents

1st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Oratory Competition 2012
Rules & Regulations

Declamation – Primary Division

Qualifications: Contestants must be in 3rd, 4th or 5th grade during the 2011-2012 academic school year. 
Competition Prompt: Present an excerpt from one of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speeches. 

Category Overview: 
Definition: Declamation is the delivering of a speech that was written and delivered by another person. A competitor may choose any speech that was once delivered in public. The purpose of the category is not to give an impersonation of the original speaker; it is to interpret their words in an interesting and convincing manner that fits the individual competitor. The competitor is only required to recreate the general “feel” of the original delivery, not mimic it. This event is an interpretation, not an impersonation. 

Style: The speaker should develop the ability to convey the message in a sincere, honest, and realistic style. The mechanics of speech must be observed faithfully: poise, quality of voice, effectiveness and ease of gesture, emphasis, variety, and enunciation. In addition, the speaker must be able to interpret the meaning of the speech and be able to carry the interpretation over to the minds of the listeners. The speaker must be able to interest the listeners and to hold their attention. 

Purpose: To develop skill in oratory and presenting a formal speech on a specific topic and of political, historical, and/or social significance. 

Competition Rules 
1. The selected Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. speech used in the competition must have been originally delivered as a speech by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Contestants must submit three (3) copies of the entire Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. speech. Highlight the excerpted portion on each copy. 
2. The contestant must include an introduction in their presentation that states their name, age, grade, school, and names the work, author, and describes the circumstances under which the speech was originally presented. 

3. Dr. King’s words may NOT be altered for the presentation. Material being performed at the competition must match the student’s original submission with the registration (coach/parent is permitted to minimally assist). 

4. The selection must be memorized. An orator who reads their speech from note cards, paper, electronic apparatus, etc. will be disqualified. 

5. The presentation has a 2-minute minimum; 3 minute maximum. A .25 point deduction will be taken for every 30 seconds over OR under the time limit (i.e. speeches that go over the 3:00 minute time will be penalized .25 points per 30 seconds or speeches). 

6. The time begins when contestants begin speaking (time includes introduction). 

7. In the event of a lapse in memory, a contestant has up to the maximum time limit (3 minutes) to recall the speech. After which, if the contestant has not made any attempt to revive the speech, they will be judged on the performance given. 
8.  All judges’ rulings are final.  Mahogany Ensemble Theatre reserves the right to amend the rules without notice. 
Mahogany Ensemble Theatre presents

1st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Oratory Competition 2012
                                Rules & Regulations 
Original Oration – Junior Division

Qualifications: Contestants must be in 6th, 7th or 8th grade during 2011-2012 academic school year. 

Category Overview: 
Definition of the Category - An oration is expected to be a thoroughly prepared, well-composed, persuasive speech on a topic of significance to general society. A good oration is characterized by vivid and forceful language and appropriate stylistic devices such as metaphor, comparison/contrast, irony, etc. Thoughtfulness in the choice of and approach to the topic and the quality of supporting materials is a necessary part of the good oration. 
Style: The speaker should develop the ability to convey the message in a sincere, honest, and realistic style. The mechanics of speech must be observed faithfully: poise, quality of voice, effectiveness and ease of gesture, emphasis, variety, and enunciation. In addition, the speaker must be able to interpret the meaning of the speech and be able to carry the interpretation over to the minds of the listeners. The speaker must be able to interest the listeners and to hold their attention. 

Purpose: To develop skill in composing and presenting a formal speech on a significant topic. 

Competition Prompts: Prepare an original oratory in response to one (1) of the following questions/statements: 
1. What Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s life means to me? 
2. Share the meaning and importance of this year’s theme: “Fulfilling the Dream”and what it means to you in relation to Dr. King’s ‘I Have A Dream’ speech.
3. Relate one’s own commitment to Dr. King’s philosophy of non-violence, peaceful acceptance, and respect. 
4. Share the legacy of a local Civil Rights Leader and how his/her life’s work was influenced or impacted by the work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (ie. Dr. E. Edward Jones, Dr. C.O. Simpkins, Rev. Harry Blake, Mamie Love Wallace, etc)
5. What will you be able to achieve in your life because of what Dr. King achieved in his life? (may include major life events: March from Selma to Montgomery, Letter from Birmingham Jail, March on Washington, Nobel Peace Prize)

Competition Rules: 
1. The topic of the speech is based on the competition prompt provided by Mahogany Ensemble Theatre for the junior division. Speech must be suitable for all audiences. Vulgar, obscene, or profane language or gestures is not allowed. 
2. The contestant must include an introduction in their presentation that states their name, age, grade, school, and speech topic. 

3. The presentation must be an original work, scripted word for word by the speaker (coach/parent is permitted to minimally assist). The contestant must submit three (3) typed copies of the original oratory. Contestants’ original oratory must be written for and used at exclusively the 1st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Oratory Competition. 

4. The presentation must be memorized. An orator who reads their speech from note cards, paper, electronic apparatus, etc. will be disqualified. 

5. The presentation has a 3-minute minimum; 4 minute maximum. A .25 point deduction will be taken for every 30 seconds over OR under the time limit (ex. presentations that progress past the 4:00 minute time will be penalized .25 points per 30 seconds). 

6. The time begins when contestants begin speaking (time includes introduction). 

7. In the event of a lapse in memory, a contestant has up to the maximum time limit to recall the speech. After which, if the contestant has not made any attempt to revive the presentation, they will be judged on the performance given. 
8. All judges’ rulings are final.  Mahogany Ensemble Theatre reserves the right to amend the rules without notice. 
Mahogany Ensemble Theatre presents

1st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Oratory Competition 2012
                                Rules & Regulations 
Original Oration – Senior Division

Qualifications: Contestants must be in 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade during 2011-2012 academic school year. 

Category Overview 
Definition of the Category - An oration is expected to be a thoroughly prepared, well-composed, persuasive speech on a topic of significance to general society. A good oration is characterized by vivid and forceful language and appropriate stylistic devices such as metaphor, comparison/contrast, irony, etc. Thoughtfulness in the choice of and approach to the topic and the quality of supporting materials is a necessary part of the good oration. 

Style: The speaker should develop the ability to convey the message in a sincere, honest, and realistic style. The mechanics of speech must be observed faithfully: poise, quality of voice, effectiveness and ease of gesture, emphasis, variety, and enunciation. In addition, the speaker must be able to interpret the meaning of the speech and be able to carry the interpretation over to the minds of the listeners. The speaker must be able to interest the listeners and to hold their attention. 

Purpose: To develop skill in composing and presenting a formal speech on a significant topic. 

Competition Prompts: Prepare an original oratory in response to one (1) of the following questions/statements: 
6. What Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s life means to me? 
7. Share the meaning and importance of this year’s theme: “Fulfilling the Dream”and what it means to you in relation to Dr. King’s ‘I Have A Dream’ speech.
8. Relate one’s own commitment to Dr. King’s philosophy of non-violence, peaceful acceptance, and respect. 
9. Share the legacy of a local Civil Rights Leader and how his/her life’s work was influenced or impacted by the work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (ie. Dr. E. Edward Jones, Dr. C.O. Simpkins, Rev. Harry Blake, Mamie Love Wallace, etc)
10. What will you be able to achieve in your life because of what Dr. King achieved in his life? (may include major life events: March from Selma to Montgomery, Letter from Birmingham Jail, March on Washington, Nobel Peace Prize)

Competition Rules: 
1. The topic of the speech is based on the competition prompt provided by Mahogany Ensemble Theatre for the senior division. Speech must be suitable for all audiences. Vulgar, obscene, or profane language or gestures is not allowed. 
2. The contestant must include an introduction in their presentation that states their name, age, grade, school, and speech topic. 

3. The presentation must be an original work, scripted word for word by the speaker (coach/parent is permitted to minimally assist). The contestant must submit three (3) typed copies of the original oratory. Contestants’ original oratory must be written for and used at exclusively the 1st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Oratory Competition. 

4. The presentation must be memorized. An orator who reads their speech from note cards, paper, electronic apparatus, etc. will be disqualified. 

5. The presentation has a 4-minute minimum; 5 minute maximum. A .25 point deduction will be taken for every 30 seconds over OR under the time limit (ex. presentations that progress past the 5:00 minute time will be penalized .25 points per 30 seconds). 

6. The time begins when contestants begin speaking (time includes introduction). 

7. In the event of a lapse in memory, a contestant has up to the maximum time limit to recall the speech. After which, if the contestant has not made any attempt to revive the presentation, they will be judged on the performance given. 
8. All judges’ rulings are final.  Mahogany Ensemble Theatre reserves the right to amend the rules without notice. 
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