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Mahogany Ensemble Theatre presents

1st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Oratory Competition 2012
February 18, 2012, Shreveport, LA

Hosted By:  City of Shreveport

In Partnership with:  Shreve Memorial Library System

The Shreveport Sun, Urban Faith Magazine, Crystal Clear Communications


Theme:  Fulfilling The Dream

REGISTRATION FORM

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY

Orator’s Name ___________________________________________     Orator’s Phone: __________________
Parent’s/Guardian’s Name ______________________________________Main Phone: ___________________   

Home Address _____________________________________________________________________________
Parent’s/Orator’s E-mail Address(es) ____________________________________________________________ 
School Name ______________________________________________ Grade ________  Age _____________
School Address_____________________________________________________________________________          

Coach’s Name_____________________________ Phone ________________ Email ______________________ 
 All participating orators are asked to attend MLK Youth Leadership Workshops on
 Saturday, February 11, 2012 AND Friday, February 17th at the

Shreve Memorial Library-Downtown Branch Eaves Room (424 Texas Street).

(Please Check)  _____ I plan to attend the MLK Leadership Workshops on February 11 & 17, 2012
Orator’s Signature/Date _____________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature/Date _____________________________________________________________________

Please submit the completed registration forms (2 pages) and a copy of your oration to Angelique Feaster Evans at the address below no later than Monday, January 30, 2012. All registration materials should be in hand by this date no later than 5:00 p.m. We will accept submissions via email or postal mail. If submitting via email, in subject area, please type MLK Oratory.  Please note faxed registration submissions will NOT be accepted. 
Mailing Address/Email Address

Mahogany Ensemble Theatre
Attn:  MLK Oratory
P.O. Box 365, Doyline, LA  71023

mahoganytheatre@hotmail.com
318-382-2841

Mahogany Ensemble Theatre presents

1st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Oratory Competition 2012

Hosted By:  City of Shreveport

In Partnership with:  Shreve Memorial Library System

The Shreveport Sun, Urban Faith Media, Crystal Clear Communications
ORATOR’S NAME: _____________________________________________________________
COMPETITION DIVISION 

· Primary Division 3rd-5th Grade: Choose a 2-3 minute excerpt of one of Dr. Martin Luther King’s speeches 
Title of selected Dr. King Speech:  _____________________________________________________________

· Junior Division 6th-8th Grade:  Write a 3-4 minute original speech to recite on a topic below
· Senior Division 9th-12th Grade:  Write a 4-5 minute original speech to recite on a topic below
For Junior & Senior Division Only (Please select one speech topic below)


___What Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s life means to me? 


   ___Share the meaning and importance of this year’s theme: “Fulfilling the Dream” and what it                               means to you in relation to Dr. King’s ‘I Have A Dream’ speech.

   ___Relate one’s own commitment to Dr. King’s philosophy of non-violence, peaceful acceptance, and respect. 
___Share the legacy of a local Civil Rights Leader and how his/her life’s work was influenced or impacted by the work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (ie. Dr. E. Edward Jones, Dr. C.O. Simpkins, Rev. Harry Blake, Mamie Love Wallace, etc)
___What will you be able to achieve in your life because of what Dr. King achieved in his life? (may include major life events: March from Selma to Montgomery, Letter from Birmingham Jail, March on Washington, Nobel Peace Prize)
Mahogany Ensemble Theatre presents

1st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Oratory Competition 2012
Rules & Regulations

Declamation – Primary Division

Qualifications: Contestants must be in 3rd, 4th or 5th grade during the 2011-2012 academic school year. 
Competition Prompt: Present an excerpt from one of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speeches. 

Category Overview: 
Definition: Declamation is the delivering of a speech that was written and delivered by another person. A competitor may choose any speech that was once delivered in public. The purpose of the category is not to give an impersonation of the original speaker; it is to interpret their words in an interesting and convincing manner that fits the individual competitor. The competitor is only required to recreate the general “feel” of the original delivery, not mimic it. This event is an interpretation, not an impersonation. 

Style: The speaker should develop the ability to convey the message in a sincere, honest, and realistic style. The mechanics of speech must be observed faithfully: poise, quality of voice, effectiveness and ease of gesture, emphasis, variety, and enunciation. In addition, the speaker must be able to interpret the meaning of the speech and be able to carry the interpretation over to the minds of the listeners. The speaker must be able to interest the listeners and to hold their attention. 

Purpose: To develop skill in oratory and presenting a formal speech on a specific topic and of political, historical, and/or social significance. 

Competition Rules 
1. The selected Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. speech used in the competition must have been originally delivered as a speech by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Contestants must submit three (3) copies of the entire Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. speech. Highlight the excerpted portion on each copy. 
2. The contestant must include an introduction in their presentation that states their name, age, grade, school, and names the work, author, and describes the circumstances under which the speech was originally presented. 

3. Dr. King’s words may NOT be altered for the presentation. Material being performed at the competition must match the student’s original submission with the registration (coach/parent is permitted to minimally assist). 

4. The selection must be memorized. An orator who reads their speech from note cards, paper, electronic apparatus, etc. will be disqualified. 

5. The presentation has a 2-minute minimum; 3 minute maximum. A .25 point deduction will be taken for every 30 seconds over OR under the time limit (i.e. speeches that go over the 3:00 minute time will be penalized .25 points per 30 seconds or speeches). 

6. The time begins when contestants begin speaking (time includes introduction). 

7. In the event of a lapse in memory, a contestant has up to the maximum time limit (3 minutes) to recall the speech. After which, if the contestant has not made any attempt to revive the speech, they will be judged on the performance given. 
8.  All judges’ rulings are final.  Mahogany Ensemble Theatre reserves the right to amend the rules without notice. 
PURPOSE:  To honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the rich Civil Rights heritage in


Northwest Louisiana through the art of oratorical presentation.
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